
16705 E. Avenue of the Fountains – Fountain Hills, Arizona 85268 – (480) 816-5122 - Fax (480) 837-3145

Town of FOUNTAIN HILLS 
Development Services Department 

Planning & Zoning Division

How to apply for Zoning Verification for a Medical Marijuana Dispensary or Grow Facility.

1. Familiarize yourself with the Fountain Hills Medical Marijuana Regulations. 

2. Complete the Application Form. (Note: If you do not own the property you MUST have the property 
owner sign the application or, submit a notarized letter of authorization from the property owner with 
your application.) 

3. Submit the completed Application Form to the Fountain Hills Planning & Zoning Department for 
Zoning Verification. Include all the information you can provide that demonstrates that the property 
being proposed for a marijuana facility meets the zoning and use separation requirements of the 
regulations. Also include the $200 Zoning Verification Fee. 

4. Planning staff will review the applications on a first-come, first-served basis. All applications that meet 
the requirements of the regulations will receive a “Zoning Verification Letter”.  Applicants who receive 
Zoning Verification may use this letter as proof that the Town of Fountain Hills recognizes the subject 
location as a viable location for a Medical Marijuana facility.

5. Applications that fail to meet the requirements will receive a “Letter of Denial” with a description of the 
reason(s) for denial.

Further inquiries or clarifications may be obtained by phone, mail  or e-mail as listed below; 

Robert Rodgers 
Senior Planner
Town of Fountain Hills 
Development Services Department 
16705 E. Avenue of the Fountains 
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 

Direct:  480-816-5138 
E-mail:  rrodgers@fh.az.gov
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       The Town of Fountain Hills  

 
   Development Services DEPARTMENT - APPLICATION 

    

PROJECT NAME / NATURE OF PROJECT: Zoning Verification for Medical Marijuana
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Plat Name________________________ Block _______________ Lot___________ 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________
PARCEL SIZE (Acres)______________________________ ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER _______________ 

NUMBER OF UNITS PROPOSED____________________ TRACTS__________________________________ 

EXISTING ZONING  ______________________________ PROPOSED ZONING ______________________ 

Applicant  
____ Mrs.  _______________________________________________________ Day Phone ________________ 
____ Mr. 
____ Ms. Address: ______________________________ City: ___________ State: ______ Zip: _________ 
    
   Email: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Owner 
____ Mrs.  _______________________________________________________ Day Phone ________________ 
____ Mr. 
____ Ms. Address: ______________________________ City: ___________ State: ______ Zip: _________ 
 
 
If application is being submitted by someone other than the owner of the property under consideration, the section below 
must be completed. 
                                                                                        
SIGNATURE OF OWNER _______________________________________ DATE ___________ 
 
I HEREBY AUTHORIZE ________________________________________________TO FILE THIS APPLICATION. 
       Please Print 
Subscribed and sworn before me this __________ day of _______________________, 20__________.  
__________________________________ My Commission Expires____________________________ 
      Notary Public   

  
 ____  Abandonment (Plat or Condominium) ____  Appeal of Administrator’s Interpretation 
 ____ Area Specific Plan & Amendments ____ Concept Plan 
 ____ Condominium Plat   ____ Cut/Fill Waiver 
 ____ Development Agreement  ____  HPE Change or Abandonment 
 ____  General Plan Amendment  ____ Ordinance (Text Amendment) 
 ____ Planned Unit Development  ____ Preliminary / Final Plat  
 ____ Replat (Lot joins, lot splits, lot line adjustments) 
 ____ Rezoning (Map)   ____ Special Use Permit & Amendments 
 ____ Site Plan Review (vehicles sales) ____  Temporary Use Permit (Median Fee, if applicable) 

 ____  Variance    _X___ Other   Zoning Verification for Medical Marijuana

DO Not write in this space –official use only 
Filing Date _________________________ 
Accepted By ________________________ 
Fee Accepted _______________________ 
Case Manager ______________________ 
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Town of Fountain Hills – Fee Schedule 
All Application Fees Are Non-Refundable Unless Specified  

- Permit - - Fee -
Appeal of a Decision by the Zoning Administrator $2,000 plus notification*
Area Specific Plans and Amendments $3,000 plus $100 per acre^
Comprehensive Sign Plans & Amendments $200
Concept Plans $500 plus $200 for every 5,000 square feet or portion 

there of. ^       (Time Extension fee $100)
Condominium Plats $1,500 plus $50 per unit^
Continuance at Applicant Request $250
Cut and Fill Waiver $300
Development Agreements $2,500 plus $100 per acre
Easement or Right-of-Way Abandonment $330 plus notification*
Final Plats $1,500 plus $50.00 per lot, unit or tract^
General Plan Amendments (Minor) $3,000 plus $100 per acre^
General Plan Amendments (Major) $5,000 plus $100 per acre^
Grand Opening Sign Permits $25

Landscape Plan Review $420.00 Plus $2,500.00 Refundable Deposit ^**

Ordinances (Text Amendments) $2,000 plus notification*
Planned Unit Developments $2,000 plus $100 per acre plus notification *^
Plat Abandonments $500^
Preliminary Plats $2,000 plus $50.00 per lot, unit or tract^ 

(Time Extension fee $100)
Replats (lot joins, lot splits, lot line adjustments) $500 up to three lots, thereafter Final Plat fees^
Rezones (Map) $2,000 plus $100 per acre plus notification *^ 
Saguaro Cactus Permit $90.00
Sign Permits (excludes bldg. permit) <32 sq. ft.: $50 per sign

>32 sq. ft.: $100 per sign
Site Plan Review (vehicle sales only) $500.00 plus $100 per acre^
Special Use Permits & Amendments $1,000 plus notification*^
Subdivision Recording $24 for first page for plat filed for record plus $20 per 

page for each page after the first, and $9 for each 
instrument plus $1.00 for each additional page over 5 
pages.

Temporary Trailer Parking $25
Temporary Use Permits                                 
(Median Fee, if applicable)

$200 plus notification*    (Time Extension fee $100) 
(Median Fee schedule page #2)

Variances $2,000 plus $300 for each additional variance plus 
notification*^

Zoning Verification Letter $200
Residential Development Fee $5,114 (single family DU)

$4,588 (multi family DU)
Non-Residential Development Fee Commercial      $3.000

Office               $2.200
Hotel                 $1.500
Industrial          $1.850

Final Plat Improvement Plan Checking $350 per sheet (includes 2nd & 3rd reviews), except water 
and sewer plans.
$175 per sheet (includes 2nd & 3rd reviews), water and 
sewer plans only.
$200 per sheet with corrections (4 or more reviews)
$75.00 per sheet for addendums (changes made after 
approval)

 The subdivision Recording Fees are per the Maricopa County Recorder’s Fee Schedule and are therefore, subject to 
change. 
 
*Plus a notification charge of $5.00 per mailing label and $25 per newspaper posting as appropriate. 
 
** Deposit refundable upon Landscaping approval by Town.^ All fees include up to 3 reviews by Staff.  Any additional reviews will      
be subject to an additional fee equal to 25% of the original fee charged. 
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TOWN OF FOUNTAIN HILLS 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA 

REGULATIONS
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CHAPTER 24 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA USES 

Sections:

24.01 Definitions 
24.02 Location Restrictions 
24.03 Requirements 

Section 24.01 Definitions

“Medical marijuana” means “marijuana” for “medical use” as those terms are defined in ARIZ.
REV. STAT. § 36-2801. 

“Medical marijuana dispensary” means a nonprofit medical marijuana dispensary (as defined in 
ARIZ. REV. STAT. § 36-2801) duly registered and certified pursuant to ARIZ. REV. STAT. § 36-
2804.

“Medical marijuana cultivation location” means any of the following: (A) a medical marijuana 
dispensary at which cultivation occurs for sale at that medical marijuana dispensary, (B) the one 
additional location, if any, duly identified pursuant to ARIZ. REV. STAT. § 36-2806(E) during the 
process of registering a medical marijuana dispensary, where marijuana will be cultivated for 
sale at a medical marijuana dispensary, (C) any location identified pursuant to ARIZ. REV. STAT.
§ 36-2804.02(A)(3)(f) for cultivation of medical marijuana by a designated caregiver or 
qualifying patient (as defined in ARIZ. REV. STAT. § 36-2801, as amended) for a qualifying 
patient’s medical use or (D) a facility that incorporates or processes medical marijuana into a 
consumable or edible product. 

Section 24.02 Location Restrictions 

A. Medical marijuana dispensaries or medical marijuana cultivation locations are prohibited 
from being established, operated or licensed in any Town of Fountain Hills zoning 
district other than C-3. 

B. Medical marijuana dispensaries and medical marijuana cultivation locations shall meet 
the following minimum separation requirements, measured in a straight line from the 
closest boundary of the parcel containing the medical marijuana dispensary or medical 
marijuana cultivation location to the closest property boundary of the parcel containing 
any existing uses listed below: 

1. 2,000 feet from any other medical marijuana dispensary or medical marijuana 
cultivation location. 

2. 2,000 feet from a residential substance abuse diagnostic and treatment facility or 
other residential drug or alcohol rehabilitation facility. 
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3. 2,000 feet from a public, private, parochial, charter, dramatic, dancing or music 
school, a learning center, or other similar school or educational or entertainment 
facility that caters to children. 

4. 2,000 feet from a childcare center or registered residential child care facility. 

5. 1,000 feet from a public library. 

6. 1,000 feet from a park. 

7. 500 feet from a church or place of worship. 

C. A medical marijuana cultivation location not associated with an Arizona medical 
marijuana dispensary is prohibited, and only one medical marijuana cultivation location 
shall be permitted for the single Arizona medical marijuana dispensary with which it is 
associated.

D. The following size limitations shall apply to any medical marijuana dispensary: 

1. The total maximum floor area of a medical marijuana dispensary shall not exceed 
2,500 square feet. 

2. The secure storage area for the medical marijuana stored at the medical marijuana 
dispensary shall not exceed 500 square feet of the total 2,500 square foot 
maximum floor area of a medical marijuana dispensary. 

E. The following size limitations shall apply to any medical marijuana cultivation location 
associated with a medical marijuana dispensary: 

1. The total maximum floor area of a medical marijuana cultivation location shall 
not exceed 3,000 square feet. 

2. The secure storage area for the medical marijuana stored at the medical marijuana 
cultivation location shall not exceed 1,000 square feet of the 3,000 square feet 
total maximum floor area of a medical marijuana cultivation location. 

3. For a medical marijuana dispensary that also is a medical marijuana cultivation 
location, the total maximum floor area that may also be used for cultivation and 
incorporation or processing of the medical marijuana into consumable or edible 
products inclusive of any secure storage area, shall not exceed 3,000 square feet.  
The secure storage area for the medical marijuana stored at a medical marijuana 
dispensary that also is a cultivation location shall not exceed 1,500 square feet. 

F. The following size limitations shall apply to any medical marijuana cultivation location 
associated with a qualified patient or designated caregiver: 
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1. All conditions and restrictions for medical marijuana cultivation locations apply 
except that the designated caregiver cultivation location cultivation area is limited 
to a total 250 square feet maximum, including any storage areas. 

2. More than one designated caregiver may not co-locate cultivation locations. 

Section 24.03 Requirements 

The following minimum requirements shall apply to all “medical marijuana dispensary” and 
“medical marijuana cultivation location” uses located in the zoning district where such uses are 
permitted: 

A. In addition to any other application requirements, an applicant for any medical marijuana 
dispensary or medical marijuana cultivation location shall provide the following: 

1. A notarized authorization, executed by the property owner, acknowledging and 
consenting to the proposed use of the property as a medical marijuana dispensary 
or a medical marijuana cultivation location. 

2. The legal name of the medical marijuana dispensary or medical marijuana 
cultivation location. 

3. If the application is for a medical marijuana cultivation location, the name and 
location of the medical marijuana dispensary with which it is associated or, in the 
case of designated caregivers or qualifying patients, the names of the qualifying 
patients for which the medical marijuana is being cultivated. 

4. The name, address and birth date of each officer and board member of the 
nonprofit medical marijuana dispensary agent. 

5. The name, address, birth date and valid registry identification card number of (a) 
each medical marijuana dispensary agent if the application is related to a medical 
marijuana dispensary or a related medical marijuana cultivation location and (b) 
each designated caregiver and qualifying patient if the application is related to a 
medical marijuana cultivation location associated with such qualifying patient and 
designated caregiver. 

6. A copy of the operating procedures adopted in compliance with ARIZ. REV. STAT.
§ 36-2804(B)(1)(c). 

7. A notarized certification that none of the medical marijuana dispensary officers or 
board members has been convicted of any of the following offenses: 

a. A violent crime, as defined in ARIZ. REV. STAT. § 13-901.03(B), that was 
classified as a felony in the jurisdiction where the person was convicted. 
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b. A violation of state or federal controlled substance law that was classified 
as a felony in the jurisdiction where the person was convicted except an 
offense for which the sentence, including any term of probation, 
incarceration or supervised release, was completed ten or more years 
earlier or an offense involving conduct that would be immune from arrest, 
prosecution or penalty under ARIZ. REV. STAT. § 36-2811 except that the 
conduct occurred before the effective date of that statute or was 
prosecuted by an authority other than the state of Arizona. 

8. A notarized certification that none of the medical marijuana dispensary officers or 
board members has served as an officer or board member for a medical marijuana 
dispensary that has had its registration certificate revoked. 

9. A floor plan showing the location, dimensions and type of security measures 
demonstrating that the medial marijuana dispensary or medical marijuana 
cultivation location will be secured, enclosed and locked as required by law. 

10. A scale drawing depicting the property lines and the separations from the nearest 
property boundary of the parcel containing the medical marijuana dispensary or 
medical marijuana cultivation location to the property boundary of the parcel 
containing any existing uses listed in subsection 24.02(B) above.  If any of the 
uses are located within 50 feet of the minimum separation, the drawing, showing 
actual surveyed separations, shall be prepared by a registered land surveyor. 

B. A medical marijuana dispensary shall have operating hours not earlier than 9:00 a.m. and 
not later than 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

C. A medical marijuana dispensary or medical marijuana cultivation location shall: 

1. Be located in a permanent building and may not be located in a trailer, cargo 
container, mobile or modular unit, mobile home, recreational vehicle or other 
mobile vehicle. 

2. Not have drive-through service. 

3. Not emit dust, fumes, vapors or odors into the environment. 

4. Not provide offsite delivery of medical marijuana. 

5. Prohibit consumption of marijuana on the premises. 

6. Not have outdoor seating areas, but shall have adequate indoor seating to prevent 
outside loitering. 
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7. Display a current Town of Fountain Hills business license and a State of Arizona 
tax identification number. 

8. Install lighting to illuminate the exterior and interior of the building and all 
entrances and exits to the facility. Exterior lighting shall be five foot candles, 
measured at ground level, and shall remain on during all hours between sunset and 
sunrise each day.  Twenty-four (24) hours each day, the medical marijuana 
dispensary or medical marijuana cultivation location shall illuminate the entire 
interior of the building, with particular emphasis on the locations of any counter, 
safe, storage area and any location where people are prone to congregate. The 
lighting must be of sufficient brightness to ensure that the interior is readily 
visible from the exterior of the building from a distance of one hundred (100) feet. 

9. Provide security guards at the main entrances and exits during all hours of 
operation.  For the purposes of this Chapter, “security guard” shall mean licensed 
and duly bonded security personnel registered pursuant to ARIZ. REV. STAT. § 32-
2601 et seq.  Prior to opening for business, the medical marijuana dispensary or 
medical marijuana cultivation location shall provide all property owners within a 
500 foot radius of the medical marijuana dispensary or medical marijuana 
cultivation location with written modification via first class U.S. Mail of the 
security company responsible for providing its security services. 

10. If determined necessary by the Town Manager at any time, medical marijuana 
dispensaries or medical marijuana cultivation locations shall provide a 
neighborhood security guard patrol for a five hundred foot radius surrounding the 
medical marijuana dispensary during all or specified hours of operation. 

11. Have an exterior appearance compatible with commercial structures already 
constructed or under construction within the immediate neighborhood to insure 
against blight, deterioration, or substantial diminishment or impairment of 
property values in the vicinity. 

12. Allow unrestricted access by Town code enforcement officers, Maricopa County 
Sheriff’s Department Deputies or other agents or employees of the Town 
requesting admission for the purpose of determining compliance with these 
standards. 

13. Not display signs, or any other advertising matter used in connection with the 
medical marijuana dispensary or medical marijuana cultivation of any offensive 
nature and such signs shall in no way be contrary to the Town code, or obstruct 
the view of the interior of the premises viewed from the outside. 

14. Comply with all other applicable property development and design standards of 
the Town of Fountain Hills.
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D. To ensure that the operations of medical marijuana dispensaries are in compliance with 
Arizona law and to mitigate the adverse secondary effects from operations of 
dispensaries, medical marijuana dispensaries shall operate in compliance with the 
following standards: 

1. No doctor shall issue a written certification on-site for medical marijuana. 

2. There shall be no on-site sales of alcohol, tobacco or food, and no on-site 
consumption of food, alcohol, tobacco or medical marijuana. 

3. Medical marijuana dispensaries shall only dispense medical marijuana to qualified 
patients and their designated caregivers as defined in ARIZ. REV. STAT. § 36-2801 
et seq.

4. Medical marijuana dispensaries shall notify patrons of the following verbally and 
through posting of a sign in a conspicuous location at the medical marijuana 
dispensary:

a. Use of medical marijuana shall be limited to the patient identified on the 
doctor’s written certification. Secondary sale, barter or distribution of 
medical marijuana is a crime and can lead to arrest. 

b. Patrons must immediately leave the site and not consume medical 
marijuana until at home or in an equivalent private location.  Medical 
marijuana dispensary staff shall monitor the site and vicinity to ensure 
compliance. 

5. Medical marijuana dispensaries shall not provide marijuana to any individual in 
an amount not consistent with personal medical use or in violation of state law 
and regulations related to medical marijuana use. 

6. Medical marijuana dispensaries shall not store more than two hundred dollars 
($200.00) in cash overnight on the premises. 

7. Any qualified patient under eighteen (18) years of age shall be accompanied by a 
parent or legal guardian. Except for such parent or legal guardian, no persons 
other that qualified patients and designated caregivers shall be permitted within a 
medical marijuana dispensary premises. 

8. Medical marijuana dispensaries shall provide law enforcement and all interested 
neighbors with the name and phone number of an on-site community relations 
staff person to notify if there are operational problems with the establishment. 


